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Book key
1–2 Open answers
3 a Possible answers: 
  You sweep a floor clean with a broom.
  A cannon is a large gun that was used by armies in 

the past to destroy buildings and kill people. 
  You wear goggles to protect your eyes (for 

example, from dust). 
  A mandolin is a musical instrument that you play 

for your own pleasure or to entertain people. 
  Morphia is a drug that stops pain, and is used, for 

example, when people are dying. 
  A trapdoor covers an opening in which you may 

keep or hide things. 
 b Possible answers:
  People embrace by putting their arms around each 

other and holding each other closely because they 
are feeling affectionate or want to comfort each 
other.

  People flirt by joking, saying nice things about each 
other, giving presents, and looking at each other 
affectionately. This may be a pleasurable game, or 
they may want to have a sexual relationship.

  Soldiers invade a place by marching into it and 
threatening the local people because they want 
control of that place.

  A man rapes a woman (for example) by forcing 
her to have sex with him. The motive may be the 
desire for sex, but it usually the expression of 
violent anger. 

4 a dissatisfied 
 b cross with 
 c accepts 
 d beautiful 
 e worried 
 f gun 
 g can’t 
 h disaster 
 i isn’t able 
 j disgusted by 
5 a Stamatis is speaking. Without the pea in his ear, the 

ear feels empty and the sounds around him are 
suddenly loud.

 b Mandras is speaking about the time when Velisarios 
accidentally fired his cannon at him and knocked 
him down. When he was carried into Dr Iannis’s 
house, he met Pelagia for the first time.

 c Dr Iannis is speaking to the other men in the cafe 
after Italian soldiers sank a ship and killed people at 
the harbour on a holy day. 

 d Dr Iannis is talking about Mandras, who has asked 
Pelagia to marry him.

 e Francesco is talking to Carlo about the horrors 
of the war that they are fighting in. He makes the 
decision to die.

 f Pelagia is talking to Mandras, who she doesn’t 
recognize when he returns to her house from the 
war. He is a stranger, so shouldn’t be alone with 
her. 

 g Mandras is explaining why he didn’t ask other men 
to write letters for him. He didn’t want them to 
know that he can’t write, or about his feelings for 
Pelagia.

6–7 Open answers
8 a Cold.
 b More excited than afraid.
 c To get medicines and equipment in return. 
 d A concert musician and composer.
 e Pleased, because they are alike. 
 f How to read, write, steal, rape and kill.
 g With calm politeness. 
 h Shame.
 i In disguise.
 j A British spy who speaks ancient Greek.
 k His belief in the survival of the strongest.
 l To be very careful. 
9–11 Open answers
12 a T b T c F d F e F f T g F h T
 i F j F
13–15 Open answers 
16 a difficult 
 b painful 
 c Carlo 
 d kitchen 
 e food 
 f escape 
 g Italians 
 h ELAS/Communists 
 i Fascist 
 j Drosoula 
 k recognize/know 
 l kill/shoot 
 m baby 
 n speak
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17 a Dr Iannis / Corelli 
 b Corelli / Carlo
 c Corelli / Weber
 d Pelagia / Mandras
 e Mandras / Dr Iannis 
 f Mandras / Pelagia 
 g Drosoula / Mandras
 h Pelagia / Corelli or Corelli’s ghost 
18–20 Open answers
21 a 1 b 1 c 2 d 1 e 2 f 1 g 2 h 1
 i 1 j 1 k 2 l 2 m 2
22–33 Open answers

Discussion activities key
1–3 Open answers
4 Open answers. References: People didn’t respect 

Father Arsenios because he was greedy (page 4); 
people respected Pelagia because she was the 
doctor’s daughter (page 5); no direct reference to Dr 
Iannis’s reputation, but it can be inferred that he was 
respected for his position and for the help he gave 
to people; Dr Iannis thought Pelagia would marry a 
foreigner, perhaps a dentist, someone that would 
be her ‘equal’ in education (page 12); he knew that 
breaking an engagement would cause great shame 
(page 19).

5 Possible answer: Both think their feelings are 
improper; Carlo because he is a homosexual, Pelagia 
because she likes Mandras’s body.

6–8 Open answers
9 Possible answer: At the beginning of the Second 

World War the Axis advance from one country to 
another. Mussolini, head of Italy, decides to attack 
and occupy Greece. The Italian forces torpedo the 
Greek cruiser Elli in the harbour of Tinos. Many 
people die. Then they demand that the Greeks let the 
Italian army enter and occupy the country. Metaxas, 
the prime minister of Greece, wants his country to 
remain neutral and rejects the ultimatum; the Italian 
troops invade Greece from Albania and the people of 
Greece defend the country; in 6 weeks they drive the 
Italian army back into Albania.

10 The lines are about Mandras; open answers
11 Possible answers: Captain Corelli may think that 

Pelagia would miss Greece if she went to Italy and 
suffer discrimination in Greece if she married an 
Italian; Mandras may think that Pelagia may be happier 
with a more educated man than with the man that 
she loves.

12–27 Open answers
28 Open answers; euthanasia: the act of killing someone 

painlessly; especially someone suffering from an 
incurable illness.

29–35 Open answers
36 Pelagia has not been seeing a ghost but the Captain 

himself.
37 Open answers
38 Some information about the 1953 earthquake: In 

August of 1953, four earthquakes hit the island, the 
worst of which measured 7.3 on the Richter scale. 
The earthquakes destroyed almost every house and 
six hundred people died. The centre was on the 
southern tip of the island and raised it by 60 cm. 
The watermarks on rocks around the coast bear 
testimony to this fact. 

39–44 Open answers

Activity worksheets key
1 a to remove a pea from Stamatis’s ear
 b to shoot the old cannon during Velisarios’s 

performance
 c to wash and treat Mandras
2 a P b M c P d M e M f P g P h I
3 a Iannis b Velisarios c Mandras d Arsenios 
 e Pelagia
 1 a 2 e 3 d 4 b 5 c
4 a George
 b the Italians
 c the nineteenth century
 d providing accommodation to a foreigner in his 

house in exchange for medicines
5 a T; Open answers; possible evidence: he orders 

the soldiers to look left when he saw a beautiful 
woman; he told Pelagia he had won when they 
kept looking at one another; he kissed Pelagia and 
said he had thought that she was her father; he 
brought a disguise for Pelagia so that she could ride 
the motorcycle with him.

 b T; Open answers; possible evidence: Pelagia and 
Captain Corelli’s love; Carlo and Velisario’s meeting 
(page 30).

 c F; Open answers; possible evidence: the Germans 
thought the Italians were inferior and the Italians 
didn’t understand the Germans’ lack of sense of 
humour and extreme sense of duty (page 31); 
Captain Corelli and Günter Weber’s discussion 
about the importance of science and moral 
principles (page 44).
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 d T; Open answers; possible evidence: he spoke 
of the building of a new Greece, and justified his 
behaviour by saying it was a ‘historical necessity’; he 
said that villagers were Fascists and loyal to the king, 
so a lesson would do them good (page 35).

6 a Captain Corelli’s mandolin
 b an opera group that Captain Corelli organized 

from among the men who could sing
 c a Communist group of freedom fighters in Greece
 d a British spy
7 Possible answer: Look, your accent is really terrible. 

Do not talk, do you understand? Keep quiet until you 
have learned more Greek. Also, be careful with the 
Communists; they are thieves. Italians and Germans 
are not good either. Do you understand?

8 army; boots; bullet; defeat; enemy; freedom; govern; 
hero; invasion; march; occupy; plane; rebel; rule; 
security; ship; troop; unit; war; wound

9 a Greeks 
 b Greek Communists 
 c Italians 
 d Italian 
 e Italian 
 f Germans 
10 a The leader of the Italian troops in Cephallonia.
 b He could ask the Germans to surrender to the 

Italians, who outnumbered them, and attack them 
if they refused, or he could surrender to the 
Germans on condition that they guaranteed the 
safety of the Italian soldiers on the island.

 c He took the second option; he negotiated with 
the German leaders for the Italian soldiers to keep 
their weapons and be allowed to leave the island 
peacefully.

 d First mistake: his decision to negotiate with the 
Germans. Second mistake: he brought his soldiers 
into the town in increasing numbers, so it was 
easier for the Germans to isolate them and cut 
them down.

 e He was killed by the Germans and his body was 
burned with those of his men.

11 Open answers

12 a 2; Dr Iannis 
 b 3; Pelagia 
 c 1; Captain Corelli 
 d 4; Pelagia 
 e 5; Pelagia 
 f 6; Captain Corelli 
 g 7; Pelagia
13 a I b I c I d I e I f G g G h G
14 a butchers; ELAS soldiers
 b unbroken; Drosoula
 c imprisonment; Pelagia
 d passport; Antonia
 e wordlessness; Dr Iannis
15 a the author says that when he was old, Velisarios 

was more respected than the priest and the 
teacher (page 84).

 b Months after the earthquake there were times 
when the earth shook (page 84).

 c Pelagia felt so guilty for not having helped her 
father that she would spend hours sitting at his 
grave (page 85).

 d Pelagia added details on clothing, baking, and the 
cruel treatment of widows (page 87).

16 a C b P c P d C e C f C g P

Progress test key
1 a 1 b 2 c 3 d 2
2 a Mandras 
 b Pelagia, Mandras
 c Mandras
 d ELAS
 e Hector, Mandras, an old man
 f Weber
 g Bunnios, Homer
3 a F b F c T d T e T f T g F h F
4 a The Germans > Velisarios
 b Corelli > Carlo
 c Dr Iannis > Velisarios
 d Velisarios > Corelli
 e Carlo > Mandras 
 f Drosoula > Pelagia
 g Mandras > Dr Iannis 
 h Mandras > Corelli
5 a Spiridon b Iannis c Spiridon d Corelli 
 e Velisarios f Pelagia


