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While reading 
Chapter 1
1 Complete the sentences with words from the 

box.

cattle clients mines mysteries worries

 a Mma Ramotswe helps African people solve 
the ……………… of their lives.

 b The dust from the ……………… destroyed 
Mma Ramotswe’s father’s body.

 c Mma Ramotswe sells her father’s 
……………… and starts a detective agency.

 d At first business was slow, but then more 
……………… came to the No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency.

 e Happy Bapetsi is an intelligent woman with 
few ……………… .

Chapter 2
2 Find 10 mistakes and underline them. 
 Precious Ramotswe’s father died when she was 

very young. Her father’s sister looked after the 
family. She was clever and kind. Precious learned 
to sing before she went to school. She learned 
about the difference between right and wrong 
at Saturday school. When Precious was sixteen, 
the cousin got married. After school, Precious 
lived with the cousin and worked in the taxi 
company. She always worked as slowly as she 
could. One day, Precious found a mistake of two 
thousand pula. A man lost his job – and it was 
the beginning of Precious’ bank work. Precious 
married Note Makoti, but he was a bad man. 
One day he hit her and she had to go to the 
hotel. Sadly, Mma Ramotswe and Note Makoti’s 
baby lived for only two days.

Chapter 3
3 Use the words to write sentences about the 

story.
 a Mma Malatsi / Mma Ramotswe’s / first / client. 
  ………………………………………………
 b Mma Malatsi’s / husband / missing. 
  ………………………………………………
 c Peter Malatsi / joined / Christian group.
  ………………………………………………
 d Reverend Shadreck Mapeli / tell / the police.
  ………………………………………………

 e Peter Malatsi / killed / crocodile.
  ………………………………………………

Chapter 4
4 Choose the right answer.
 a Ernest Molai Pakotati does not pay Mma 

Ramotswe because he is …..
  1) not rich.
  2) afraid.
  3) dead.
 b Mma Makutsi heard about the missing boy 

from …..
  1) the teacher’s wife.
  2) Mr JLB Matekoni.
  3) the newspaper.
 c Mma Ramotswe and Mr JLB Matekoni always 

talked about …..
  1) local news.
  2) business.
  3) witchdoctors.
 d Witchdoctors make medicine for …..
  1) missing children.
  2) the police.
  3) rich people.

Chapter 5
5 Put these sentences in the right order.
 Write 1–5.
 a Nandira and her friend go into the  

Botswana Book Centre. c
 b Mr Patel shows Mma Ramotswe a photo  

of his daughter, Nandira. c
 c Mma Ramotswe follows Nandira but she  

loses her on a quiet road. c
 d Mr Patel takes Mma Ramotswe into his 

private office. c
 e Mrs Patel finds a note from ‘Jack’. c
 Write 6–10.
 f Mma Ramotswe goes to the cinema and 

Nandria sits next to her. c
 g Mma Ramotswe tells Mr Patel ‘There is  

no boyfriend.’ c
 h Mma Ramotswe starts reading Snakes of 

Botswana. c
 i Mma Ramotswe meets Nandira and Jack  

in the President Hotel. c
 j Mma Ramotswe gives ten pula to a  

woman in a dress shop. c
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Chapter 6
6 Who says these things? What are they talking 

about?
 a ‘All wives are worried about their husbands. 

You are not alone.’
  Who: ………………………………………..
  What: ……………………………………….
 b ‘I want to give the car back to its owner.’
  Who: ………………………………………..
  What: ……………………………………….
 c ‘They are painted with a different colour and 

their number plates are changed.’
  Who: ………………………………………..
  What: ……………………………………….
 d ‘They will send one of their men to pick it up.’
  Who: ………………………………………..
  What: ……………………………………….
 e ‘Mma Pekwane has done as I asked.’
  Who: ………………………………………..
  What: ……………………………………….

Chapter 7
7 Finish these sentences.
 a Hector Lepodise doesn’t want to pay Moretsi 

because ……………………………………
 b Mma Ramotswe cannot sleep because
  ………………………………………………
 c Mma Ramotswe stops her van because 
  ………………………………………………
 d Mma Ramotswe feels sorry for Moretsi’s 

lawyer because……………………………….
 e Moretsi claimed for his lost finger three times 

because ……………………………………
 f Mma Ramotswe does not tell the police 

about Moretsi because ……………………..

Chapter 8
8 Answer these questions.
 a What does Mr JLB Matekoni find in the car?
  ………………………………………………
 b Why does he show the muti to Mma 

Ramotswe?
  ………………………………………………
 c Does Mr JLB Matekoni believe in 

witchdoctors’ medicine?
  ………………………………………………
 d Where does Mma Ramotswe keep the bone?
  ………………………………………………

 e What does Dr Gulubane say about the bone?
  ………………………………………………
 f What does Mr JLB Matekoni do to Charlie 

Gotso’s car?
  ………………………………………………

Chapter 9
9 Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)?
 a Dr Maketsi thinks Dr Komoti is taking  

drugs. c
 b Dr Komoti drives to South Africa to  

collect drugs. c
 c Mma Ramotswe can’t go to South Africa 

because she doesn’t have her passport. c
 d Mma Ramotswe lived in Dr Komoti’s  

house when she was a child. c
 e Dr Komoti took two jobs – one in  

Gaborone and one in Nairobi. c
 f Dr Komoti’s brother did not pass his  

exams. c

Chapter 10
10 Write the names from the box in the right 

places. You can use the same name more than 
once.

Charlie Gotso the Basarwa man
the teacher the teacher’s son

the witchdoctor the witchdoctor’s wife

 a ………………… is in Lobatse until Saturday.
 b ………………… gives Mma Ramotswe a 

cup of water.
 c ………………… and ………………… 

drive across country to the cattle farm.
 d ………………… works for the Basarwa.
 e ………………… bought a bone from the 

witchdoctor.
 f ………………… hits the boy all the time.
 g ………………… shouts wildly when he sees 

the boy.

After reading
11 Which mysteries did Mma Ramotswe solve in 

this book? Tick (✓) them.
 a The missing father  c
 b The missing husband  c
 c The missing boyfriend  c
 d The missing boy  c
 e The missing brother  c
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1 Are these sentences right (✓) or wrong (✗)?
a Mma Ramotswe is kind, warm-hearted and  

quite thin. c

b Mma Ramotswe lives and works in Botswana,  
in Africa. c

c Mma Ramotswe works alone in the No. 1  
Ladies’ Detective Agency. c

d Mma Ramotswe solves a number of difficult 
problems in her own special way. c

e Mma Ramotswe work is difficult, but it is never 
dangerous. c

2 Complete the sentences with the words from the 
box.

agency building cattle dust
lawyer mines secretary

a Mma Ramotswe’s father worked in the 
……………… in South Africa. 

b Mma Ramotswe’s father became ill because of the 
……………… from the mines in his body.

c After Mma Ramotswe’s father died, Mma 
Ramotswe sold his ……………… .

d Mma Ramotswe decided to start a detective 
……………… in Gaborone.

e ‘It’s easy to lose money in business,’ said the 
……………… .

f Mma Ramotswe found a small ……………… for 
her business. 

g Mma Ramotswe had to find a ……………… .

3 Circle the right words in italics.

a Mma Ramotswe drives a big / tiny white van.
b Mr Patel is a very rich / poor man.
c Mr Moretsi says he lost his car / finger in an accident 

at Hector Lepodise’s factory.
d Mma Ramotswe tells the police in South Africa / 

Gaborone about Dr Komoti and his twin brother.
e Mr JLB Matekoni tells Mma Ramotswe, ‘I am very 

happy that I repaired your life / van.’

4 Choose the right answers.

a How old was Mma Ramotswe when her father 
died? …..

 1) Fourteen years old.
 2) Thirty-four years old.
 3) Four years old.
b How long did Mma Ramotswe’s child live? …..
 1) Five days.
 2) Five months.
 3) Five years.

c How many tea cups are there in Mma Ramotswe’s 
office? …..

 1) One.
 2) Two.
 3) Three.
d How many times did Mr Moretsi claim for his lost 

finger? …..
 1) Once.
 2) Twice.
 3) Three times.
e How many times did Mr MLB Matekoni propose to 

Mma Ramotswe? …..
 1) Once.
 2) Twice.
 3) Three times.

5 Finish what Mma Ramotswe is saying. Write 1–6.

a ‘Women understand what’s happening. …..
b ‘You know what men are like. …..
c ‘All wives are worried about their husband. …..
d ‘It is probably some trouble with a man. …..
e ‘I am a modern lady. …..
f ‘Some men are too proud to listen. …..
 1) You are not alone.’
 2) Another woman, perhaps?’
 3) So perhaps we have different ideas.’
 4) A man has come into this woman’s life and 

destroyed her happiness.’
 5) They are the ones with eyes.’
 6) We can’t tell that sort of man anything.’

6 Answer these questions with YES or NO.

a Was Happy Bapetsi’s Daddy her real father?
   YES NO
b Did Mma Ramotswe marry Note Makoti?
   YES NO
c Was Peter Malatsi, Mma Ramotswe’s first client’s 

husband, with another woman? YES NO
d Does Nandira have a boyfriend called Jack?
   YES NO
e Did Mma Pekwane want to go to the police to tell 

them that her husband had stolen a car?
   YES NO
f Was Solomon Moretsi lying about his lost finger?
   YES NO
g Did Mr JLB Matekoni lie to Charlie Gotso as Mma 

Ramotswe asked? YES NO
h Was Dr Komoti taking drugs? YES NO 
i Did the missing boy go back to his father, the 

teacher of Katsana Village? YES NO


