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Summary
Early Days – Basketball at School: Michael Jordan is a 
famous American basketball player who played for the 
same top basketball team for thirteen years, before finally 
retiring in 1999 at the age of thirty-six. He had a happy 
childhood, and was particularly close to his elder brother 
Larry. Their father encouraged them to play basketball, 
and actually built a court for them and their friends. 
Michael was very keen on both basketball and baseball, 
although at first Larry was the better player. Until he was 
sixteen, Michael was not very tall, but he then “shot up” to 
1.91 meters; with his extra height, he became one of his 
school’s top players.

College Life – The NBA, 1984–93: Jordan chose to go 
to the University of North Carolina and quickly became 
their star basketball player. Then in 1984, after graduating, 
he agreed to join the Chicago Bulls, one of the teams in 
the NBA (National Basketball Association). Before starting 
this job, he played in the U.S. Olympic basketball team; 
he won a gold medal—and a second one, in 1992. He 
played for the Bulls for nine years, during which time he 
married Juanita Vanoy and started a family. The Bulls were 
increasingly successful and Jordan became a huge celebrity. 

A New Baseball Star? – The NBA, 1995–8: In 1993, the 
good times were interrupted when Jordan’s father was 
murdered. The grieving Michael needed a new direction. 
He stopped playing basketball and joined a baseball team. 
However, this interim period was short and he was soon 
back with the Chicago Bulls. Jordan finally retired from 
basketball in 1999 and bought his own NBA team, the 
Washington Wizards.

Background and themes

Success: Michael Jordan’s success resulted from a 
combination of talent, hard work, and determination.  
All three of these are necessary to achieve true success.

Family: Jordan grew up in a close and supportive family; as 
a husband and father he continues to value family above 
all else.

Sport and society: Sporting prowess is highly valued in 
American culture. The young Jordan was invited to join 
several prestigious universities because of his basketball 
skills. His basketball career was highly lucrative.

Discussion activities

Pages 1–6
Before reading
1 Discuss: Ask the students to look at the cover and  

tell you what they already know about Michael Jordan 
and/or basketball. Do any students play basketball 
themselves? Elicit vocabulary (e.g. sport, famous, 
American, team). 

2 Discuss: Ask this question: If you could meet any sports 
celebrity, who would you choose? Why?

After reading
3 Discuss: On the board, write the three headings:  

Early Days, Basketball at school, College Life. Ask the 
students to discuss each heading in turn, and make 
notes about what they remember. If necessary, let 
them refer back to the text. Students then check with 
the rest of the class. 

4 Role play: Ask the students to role play a conversation 
between Michael and his father—Michael has been 
missing school to play basketball, his father persuades 
him that school is important, too. Refer them to the 
text on page 4 and encourage them to use their own 
ideas. 

Pages 7–15
Before reading
5 Discuss: Ask the students to look at the heading on 

page 7 and check if they remember what this means 
(refer them to the footnote on page 1).

6 Discuss: Students look at the pictures and captions on 
pages 9, 11, 12 and 14. In pairs, they guess what they 
are going to read about (what happens next in Jordan’s 
life). Tell them to make notes, and supply vocabulary as 
necessary. Tell them they will check their ideas later.

After reading
7 Discuss: Students look again at their notes from 

Activity 6 to see if their ideas were right.
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