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Summary
Pages 1–7
The first scene in Mike’s Lucky Day takes place in a delivery 
van driving down the road. The driver’s name is Bill, 
and the passenger’s name is Mike. Mike is a student and 
working as Bill’s assistant is his summer job. Mike and Bill 
take some food to a shop, where Mike meets a beautiful 
girl named Jennifer, whose father owns the shop. He likes 
her a lot. Mike and Bill go back to the shop a week later, 
and Bill tells Jennifer that Mike has feelings for her. The 
next week, Mike works up the courage to phone Jennifer 
and ask her to go to the cinema with him on Friday night. 
Jennifer says ‘yes’, and Mike is very happy.

Pages 8–15
On Friday, at the bus stop, Mike realises that he left 
his money in his other trousers. He runs back to his 
house, but his parents aren’t home, so he has to climb a 
drainpipe to enter the house. He gets his money from 
his other trousers and runs quickly back to the bus stop. 
However, policemen stop him because they think that 
he was stealing things from the house. Mike tells the 
policemen that he lives in the house, so they drive him to 
the cinema, but unfortunately he is too late and Jennifer 
is no longer there. Mike phones her, but she doesn’t 
want to talk to him. Finally, she agrees to meet at a coffee 
house. The story ends with Mike and Jennifer feeling very 
‘lucky’ to be together.

Background and themes

Summer jobs: At the beginning of the story, Mike tells Bill 
that he gets a job every summer. For him, summers aren’t 
holidays. He doesn’t waste time sitting around the house 
watching TV and playing video games like some students. 
Instead, he works hard to earn extra money. He seems to 
know that it is important to have a good work ethic.

Luck: Luck plays an important part in Mike’s Lucky Day. 
For example, Mike has bad luck when he knocks over the 
stack of cans in front of Jennifer and her father, when 
he leaves his money in his other trousers and when the 
policemen think he has stolen things from his house and 
take him to the police station. However, he has good luck 
when he meets Jennifer in the shop, when she agrees to 
go to the cinema with him and when she reads his letter 
at the end of the story.

Discussion activities

Pages 1–7
Before reading
1 Discuss: Ask students to look at the picture on the 

cover of the book. What can you see? What do you 
think happens in the story? Do you think the story will be 
good or bad? Why do you think this? Does the picture on 
the cover of the book make you want to read the book? 
Why or why not?

2 Research: Put students into pairs and get them to 
look up the word luck in a dictionary. Make the 
exercise into a competition – the first pair of students 
to find the definition wins. They should stand up and 
read the definition out loud to the rest of the class. 
Finally, they should give an example of good luck and 
an example of bad luck.

After reading
3 Artwork: Get students to draw a picture of one  

of the characters in pages 1 to 7. When they have 
finished, they should stand at the front of the 
classroom and describe their picture to the rest of  
the class, and the class should guess which character 
the picture illustrates.

Pages 8–15
Before reading
4 Guess: Ask students to predict what Mike will do in 

pages 8 to 15.

After reading
5 Check: Review students’ predictions about what Mike 

would do in pages 8 to 15. Check if their predictions 
were right or wrong.

6 Write: Do you think Mike is lucky or unlucky at the 
beginning of the story? Do you think he is lucky or unlucky 
at the end of the story? Do you think he will be lucky or 
unlucky in the future? Get students to write a brief 
paragraph to answer these questions and give reasons 
for their opinions.
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