
Rebecca

pearsonenglishreaders.com  © Pearson Education Limited 2016	 Rebecca - Answer keys    1 of 3

Answer keyslevel 5 Teacher Support Programme

level 2

level 3

level 4

level 5

level 6

easystarts

Book key
1	 a	 A country house built of grey stone
	 b	 In Cornwall, England
	 c	 Maxim de Winter
	 d	 Mrs Danvers
	 e	 Rebecca
	 f	 A young Englishwoman whose name we aren’t told
	 g	 In about 1938
2	 Open answers
3	 a	 track, cliff, bay, deserted, disturbed
	 b	 awkward, trembled, determined, anxiety, relief
4	 A companion is paid to spend time with and look 

after another person. 
	 A business manager looks after the financial affairs of 

people or companies. 
	 A colonel has a very important position in the army. 
	 A police inspector is a middle manager in the police 

force. 
	 A harbour master is in charge of the movement of 

boats in and out of the harbour.
	 + Open answers
5	 a	 last night
	 b	 now
	 c	 some time ago
6	 a  ✗  b  ✓  c  ✗  d  ✗  e  ✗  f  ✓ 
7	 a	 Yes, Mrs Van Hopper knows all about him. 
	 b	 No, she is working for a living and she wears a 

badly fitting coat and skirt.
	 c	 Mrs Van Hopper. The storyteller says her interest 

in other people is like a disease
	 d	 Because Mr de Winter and Rebecca lived in the 

west wing.
	 e	 Yes, Mrs Danvers says that he was there as a boy.
	 f	 Mrs Danvers.
8	 Mrs Danvers feels scorn and hatred.
	 Mrs de Winter feels mistrust, fear and awkwardness.
9–11  Open answers.
12	 a	 Beatrice
	 b	 Maxim
	 c	 Mrs Danvers
	 d	 Jasper (the dog) 
	 e	 Ben
13	 Rebecca was washed overboard when her boat 

turned over and sank. She drowned as she was trying 
to swim to the shore. Her body was found two 
months later, sixty kilometres up the coast. 

14	 a	 Yes, she tells her the truth. 
	 b	 Yes, he is clearly uncomfortable there, with his 

memories.
	 c	 Yes, she loved Rebecca and nobody could take 

Rebecca’s place.
	 d	 Yes, Mrs de Winter describes him as ‘foolish’. 
	 e	 Yes, she says she lacks confidence, beauty and 

brains.
	 f	 Yes, he says he is glad that Maxim has married her, 

and that kindness and honesty are more important 
than brains and beauty.

15–17  Open answers
18	 a	 boathouse > madhouse 
	 b	 Max > Mrs Danvers 
	 c	 east > west 
	 d	 with Maxim > alone
	 e	 the Queen of England > Lady Caroline de Winter 
	 f	 delighted with > shocked by/angry at
	 g	 Beatrice > Rebecca
	 h	 Clarice > Mrs Danvers
19–22  Open answers
23	 a  MIST  b  DIVER  c  BODY 
24	 a  ✗  b  ✗  c  ✓  d  ✗  e  ✓  f  ✓  g  ✗  h  ✓
	 i  ✓  j  ✗  k  ✗
25–26  Open answers 
27	 a, b, d, e, f, h, i
28	 a	 Because he wanted to get money from Maxim for 

keeping the note secret.
	 b	 Because Favell has been drinking. 
	 c	 Maxim suggests it because Colonel Julyan is afraid 

that he will try to leave the country.
	 d	 Four: Colonel Julyan, Maxim, Mrs de Winter and 

Favell.
29–30  Open answers 
31	 a  happy  b  Mrs Danvers  c  dying
	 d  didn’t know  e  doesn’t believe
	 f  by his hands  g  isn’t
32	 a	 Dr Baker. He has been asked to check Rebecca’s 

appointment.
	 b	 Rebecca. She wanted to know the result of her  

X-rays.
	 c	 Colonel Julyan. He is referring to Favell’s 

threatening behaviour towards Maxim.
	 d	 Colonel Julyan. He suggests that the de Winters 

go away until people stop talking about Rebecca’s 
death.

	 e	 Maxim. He knows now that Rebecca wanted him 
to kill her.
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	 f	 Mrs de Winter. She is glad that Mrs Danvers has 
left Manderley.

	 g	 Mrs de Winter. She doesn’t know it yet, but she 
can see light from the fire at Manderley.

33–44  Open answers

Discussion activities key
1	 Suggested example information to give:
	 •	 The protagonist is a young woman who works as a 

companion.
	 •	 She meets an aristocrat from England.
	 •	 This book was published in 1938.
2	 Suggested answers:
	 She is in a hotel, somewhere in a foreign country.
	 Manderley is not the narrator’s property anymore.
	 Manderley was no more.
3	 Possible answers:
	 The narrator: She is inexperienced. She lacks of 

confidence. She is usually badly dressed.
	 Mrs Van Hopper: She is chatty, snobbish. and she likes 

gossiping.
4	 Possible answers:
	 •	 She feels jealous. She is filled with scorn and hatred.
	 •	 She still thinks that Rebecca is the lady of the house.
5–6  Open answers
7	 Possible answers:
	 •	 I think the author didn’t give the narrator her name to 

emphasise that she is insignificant, inexperienced and 
insecure.

	 •	 I think it’s because Rebecca has more power.
	 •	 I don’t like the narrator. She should have more 

confidence.
	 •	 I don’t know what I would do if I were her.
8	 Open answers
9	 Possible answers:
	 •	 Perhaps he is planning something nasty for Maxim.
	 •	 He probably doesn’t like Maxim.
	 •	 Maxim doesn’t like him.
10	 Possible answers:
	 •	 She wants to feel Rebecca everywhere. She misses her.
	 •	 I would be quite shocked and badly hurt. I would  

talk to Maxim immediately and speak my mind.  
I wouldn’t want Rebecca’s room to be kept.

11–14  Open answers 
15	 Possible answers:
	 •	 Now the couple can talk to each other and the 

shadow of Rebecca disappears.
	 •	 The second Mrs de Winter grows up, and Maxim 

stops treating her like a child.

16	 Possible answers:
	 •	 Rebecca is beautiful and intelligent. She is charming. 

She has good taste. She is the perfect wife.
	 •	 The real Rebecca has many love affairs, but at the 

same time she hates men.
	 •	 I don’t like Rebecca. Why did she marry Maxim in the 

first place?
	 •	 I wouldn’t kill Rebecca. 
	 •	 I would probably get divorced.
17–19  Open answers 
20	 Possible answers:
	 •	 I think he would say Maxim had murdered Rebecca.
	 •	 I think Rebecca told him that Maxim would get angry 

and she might be killed by him.
21–23  Open answers 
24	 Possible answers:
	 •	 The first paragraph shows Manderley as lasting 

forever, and nature being undisturbed by the problems 
of humans.

	 •	 The last paragraph shows Manderley being destroyed.
	 •	 Manderley was on fire. I think Mrs Danvers set it 

on fire because she didn’t want the second Mrs de 
Winter to take over Manderley.

25	 Possible answers:
	 •	 I think Rebecca has won as well. She encouraged 

Maxim to kill her because she didn’t want to wait 
and die slowly. It’s also because she wanted to ruin 
Maxim’s life.

26	 Suggested answers for the first part:
	 •	 82 years old
	 •	 London
	 •	 Her father, Gerald, was an actor and manager at 

Wyndham’s Theatre. Her mother, Muriel, was an 
actress.

	 •	 He sailed to Fowey to find Daphne, the author of a 
book he read – The Loving Spirit – because it moved 
him so much.

	 •	 Historical fiction, mystery stories, short stories and non-
fiction.

	 •	 Sir Laurence Olivier and Joan Fontaine. Alfred 
Hitchcock directed.

	 •	 Cornwall
	 •	 Rebecca
27	 Possible answers:
	 •	 I think the statement a/b/c describes the book very 

well.
	 •	 I think this novel is about a young woman’s transition 

into womanhood.
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28	 Open answers
29	 Possible answers:
	 •	 In the book, Maxim shoots Rebecca, but in the film, he 

only thinks of killing her. Rebecca suddenly falls back, 
hits her head on the piece of boat equipment and dies 
from her head injuries.

	 •	 In the book, the second Mrs de Winter goes to London 
with Maxim to visit Dr Baker, but in the film, she stays 
at Manderley.

30–35  Open answers 

Activity worksheets key
1	 1  d  2  f  3  e  4  b  5  g  6  a  7  c
2	 a	 Seven weeks.
	 b	 Possible answers: fearful, scared, awkward, 

insecure, nervous, confused, worried
	 c	 The east wing has been redecorated and the 

furniture changed.
	 d	 Possible answers: Because the west wing reminds 

him of Rebecca. Because he wants to start a new 
life.

	 e	 There were many visitors and lots of parties.
3	 a	 Maxim; she: Beatrice, Maxim’s sister
	 b	 Maxim; you: the narrator
	 c	 Beatrice; her: Mrs Danvers 
	 d	 Ben; she: Rebecca
	 e	 The narrator; he: Jasper
4	 a	 F, boathouse: harbour
	 b	 F, boat: body
	 c	 T
	 d	 T
	 e	 T
	 f	 F, young: the most beautiful creature he ever saw
5	 a	 he looked through the windows of her cottage.
	 b	 he thought everyone was out.
	 c	 she died.
	 d	 she was out that evening.
	 e	 letting Jack Favell into the house.
6	 a	 She feels confused but hopes that Mrs Danvers 

wants to be friends.
	 b	 Miss Caroline de Winter
	 c	 She gets the drummer in the band to give a roll on 

his drum.
	 d	 She is happy and excited before, and afterwards 

she is shocked and sad.
	 e	 his ‘eyes flashed’; his ‘face was ash grey’; his voice 

was ‘quiet, cold as ice’; his voice was ‘ugly, and 
strange’.

7	 a  drowned  b  killed  c  bay  d  silence
	 e  talked  f  cottage  g  awkward  h  attitude
	 i  sympathy  j  embarrassment
8	 a	 who: the narrator, the second Mrs de Winter; 

what: the inquiry
	 b	 who: Mr Tabb, the boat builder; what: Rebecca’s 

boat being in a fit state to go to sea
	 c	 who: Mr Tabb, the boat builder; what: the boat 

ever turning over before
	 d	 who: Mr Tabb, the boat builder; what: a strong 

wind would not have been enough to turn the boat 
over

	 e	 who: Mr Tabb, the boat builder; what: people 
blamed him for Rebecca’s accident

9	 a	 The narrator asks Frank, ‘Why will they be a long 
time? What are they going to do?’

	 b	 The narrator asks Maxim, ‘Killed herself? But why?’
	 c	 The narrator asks Maxim, ‘What happened? What 

did Horridge say? Why have you been there all this 
time?’

	 d	 The narrator asks Favell, ‘Wouldn’t it be better if 
you saw him at the office in the morning?’

	 e	 Maxim asks Favell, ‘What the devil are you doing 
here?’

	 f	 Colonel Julyan asks Favell, ‘What do you suggest 
really happened?’

	 g	 Colonel Julyan asks Favell, ‘Why didn’t you produce 
that letter in court?’

10	 a	 Maxim, Colonel Julyan, the narrator and Jack Favell
	 b	 It takes about eight hours.
	 c	 Because Rebecca used the name ‘Mrs Danvers’.
	 d	 She was very seriously ill, which would have killed 

her in three or four months’ time.
	 e	 He is shocked and then angry.
	 f	 Her last joke was to make Maxim kill her because 

she knew she was going to die anyway.
	 g	 He tells Maxim that Mrs Danvers has left.

Progress test key
1	 1  a  2  c
2	 a  married  b  east  c  Rebecca
3	 a  7  b  6  c  3  d  5  e  1  f  4  g  2
4	 a  is: was  b  is: was  c  were: are  d  I: she 
5	 a  west  b  by accident  c  loveliest
6	 a  F  b  T  c  F
7	 a  the narrator  b  Captain Searle  c  the diver
	 d  Maxim de Winter
8	 a  YES  b  NO  c  YES
9	 b
10	 a  T  b  F  c  F  d  T


