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Summary of the story
Winnie the Pooh’s favorite food is honey but he 
looks in his house and finds there isn’t any honey 
there. He decides to get some honey from the bees 
up in a tree. He climbs up but it is very high and he 
falls down. 

Winnie the Pooh has another idea. His friend 
Rabbit has food in his house. Rabbit isn’t pleased 
to see him because he knows that Pooh will eat all 
his food. Winnie the Pooh DOES eat all Rabbit’s 
food but then he is very big and gets stuck in the 
door on the way out. Rabbit pushes him very hard 
and Pooh flies through the air and lands in a hole 
in a tree which is full of … honey!

Summary of the film: Winnie the Pooh 
and the Honey Tree
Winnie the Pooh discovers that his jar of honey 
is nearly empty and decides to get honey from 
the bee’s hive in a tree. He climbs the tree, but 
a branch breaks, and he falls down. Pooh then 
disguises himself as a little black cloud by covering 
himself with mud, and uses a balloon to float up 
to the hive. He pulls out a handful of honey but is 
surrounded by angry bees, which sting and chase 
him. 

Pooh Bear then visits Rabbit, hoping to find honey 
there. Rabbit gives him some honey but Pooh asks 

Did you know … ?

  Winnie the Pooh and Rabbit are not very 
good at spelling.

 Winnie the Pooh loves singing almost as 
much as he loves eating.

for more. Rabbit is hesitant but agrees, and so 
Pooh devours ten jars of honey. Pooh’s stomach 
is now extremely round and full. As he leaves, he 
gets stuck in Rabbit’s front door. Rabbit tries to 
free Pooh by pushing his over-sized bottom. He 
tells Pooh that he has grown too big for the front 
door. Pooh claims he is stuck because Rabbit’s 
front door isn’t big enough! 

Pooh has to stop eating until he slims down. When 
Pooh Bear finally slims down, Christopher Robin 
and his other friends pull him, while Rabbit pushes 
from behind, but the bear won’t move. Finally, 
Rabbit charges into Pooh Bear, sending him into 
the air. Pooh lands in the hole of a honey tree, 
scaring the bees away. There, he enjoys a hive full 
of honey. 

Background information
Winnie the Pooh and the Honey Tree is one of three 
episodes from Disney’s 22nd animated movie The 
Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh. The movie 
was released in 1977. It is a collection of animated 
shorts based on the stories and characters by 
A. A. Milne.

Level 1
Suitable for: young learners who have 

completed up to 50 hours 
of study in English

Type of English: American

Headwords: 200

Key words: 5 (see pages 2 and 4 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Key grammar: present simple, 
prepositions, adjectives
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The characters
Winnie the Pooh is a bear who lives in a house in 
the woods. He loves honey.

Rabbit is Winnie the Pooh’s friend.

Key words 
(see page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes for the Key 
words in context)

bee (n)	 up (prep)

down (prep)	 woods (n)

honey (n)

Topics and themes
Science In the story, students learn that honey 
comes from bees. Ask them if they know where 
other food they eat comes from, for example milk, 
eggs, chocolate, rice, apples.

Habitats Winnie the Pooh lives at the bottom of 
a tree, Rabbit lives in a hole in the ground and the 
bees live in a hole high up in a tree. Ask students if 
real bears, rabbits, and bees live in these places. 

Winnie the Pooh and Rabbit live in the woods. 
Brainstorm with students animals they know that 
live in the woods e.g. owls, badgers, foxes. (See 
also After Reading Activity 1 on page 3 of these 
Teacher’s Notes.)

Decoration Elicit from students what Winnie 
the Pooh’s and what Rabbit’s houses look like in 
the pictures. Talk about the colors and the things 
they can see in the pictures. Ask students what 
colors and things they have in their houses. (See 
also After Reading Activity 2 on page 3 of these 
Teacher’s Notes.)

Sharing things Rabbit doesn’t want to share 
his food with Winnie the Pooh (pages 8 and 9). 
Elicit from students why this is (because he thinks 
Winnie the Pooh will eat it all – and he does!). Ask 
the students why it is important to share things 
with your friends and why it’s also important to 
respect your friends’ possessions.

Friendship Winnie the Pooh goes to his friend 
Rabbit when he needs something. Ask students 
who their friends are, what they ask their friends 

to do for them, and what they like to do with their 
friends, e.g. play games, talk, have fun.

Preferences Winnie the Pooh’s favorite food is 
honey. Ask students what their favorite food is. 
Find out what other preferences students have e.g. 
colors, toys. (See also After Reading Activity 3 on 
page 3 of these Teacher’s Notes.)

Notes on the photocopiable activities
Page 4: Students could paste the list of Key words 
into a notebook. You could ask students to learn 
this vocabulary as homework and then test them 
on it.

Page 8: After-Reading activities, Activity 1 
Print out one page for each pair of students. Stick 
each page on to a sheet of card or thick craft 
paper. The students cut out all the cards using 
safety scissors. Each student colors one set of 
eight cards. Then they play Pelmanism. They turn 
all the cards face down and take turns to turn over 
two cards (one square and one triangular) to find 
matching pairs. The student says the words and 
keeps the cards if they are a match, e.g. chickens 
– eggs. If they are not, the student places them 
face down on the table again. At the end of the 
game the student with the most pairs of cards 
is the winner. Students then take the eight cards 
they colored originally and stick them in their 
notebooks, matching the cards correctly. They 
write the words under the cards. 
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Class Activities (After Reading)

Here are some activities to do with your class 
after reading Winnie the Pooh and the Honey Tree.

1. Living in the woods
Materials: several sheets of poster paper to make 
one large poster; colored pens and pencils; glue; 
pictures of woodland animals cut from magazines, 
one for each student in the class (the same animals 
can be repeated).

•	 Draw and color some grass and trees on the 
paper to make a woodland scene before the 
lesson.

•	 Display the picture and elicit what students can 
see.

•	 Hold up the pictures of the animals one by one. 
Elicit / say what each one is and have students 
repeat.

•	 Elicit where each of the animals lives in the 
woods, e.g. in a tree, on the ground, under the 
ground, in the air.

•	 Hand out the pictures to students.

•	 Students take it in turns to say what their 
picture is, come to the poster and stick it in the 
right place, e.g. an owl in a tree.

2. Our room
Materials: one shoebox for each group of four 
students; small pieces of material; scissors; paints 
and brushes; colored pencils; glue

•	 Cut small square holes for windows in at least 
one side of each shoe box before the lesson.

•	 Tell students they are going to make a room in 
their shoebox and can decorate it as they like.

•	 Show the class the materials they can use: 
material (for curtains / floor coverings); paint 
(for walls / floor).

•	 Give a shoe box to each group of four. Place it 
on one long side so they know how to lay out 
their rooms. 

•	 Groups choose material and colors. Go around 
each group to ask what they are going to do 
before they start.

•	 Monitor groups as they are working.

•	 Students bring in toys to put in their rooms. 
Display the rooms in the classroom.

3. My favorite things
Materials: An object or picture for 
demonstration; students’ things from home

•	 Demonstrate the activity for the class.

•	 Bring in an object or show the class a picture of 
your favorite thing, e.g. animal, toy, book. Talk 
about it briefly to the class.

•	 Give students a model to follow, e.g. My favorite 
… is … . It is … (simple description). I like it 
because … . 

•	 Over several lessons students bring in things 
from home or pictures of favorite things and 
talk briefly about them to the class.

•	 The focus of this activity is communication, so 
encourage students to say as much as they want 
to. Don’t worry too much about accuracy of 
grammar.

4. Where is Winnie the Pooh?
Materials: white card; scissors; colored pencils

•	 Give a small piece of white card to each 
student. They draw Winnie the Pooh on their 
card and color him.

•	 Give instructions and students follow them, e.g. 
Put Winnie the Pooh on the table. Hold him up 
high. Use the prepositions from the story.

•	 Play a game. Students only follow the 
instruction when you start it with Rabbit says … .  
When students do the action without you saying 
Rabbit says they are out. 

•	 Continue until only a few students are left in the 
game.
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Key words

bee 	���������������� The bees have honey in the honey tree! (p. 4)

down 	������������� … and down the tree. (p. 5)

honey 	����������� Oh, no! There is no honey here. (p. 3)

up 	������������������ Winnie the Pooh goes up the tree … (p. 4)

woods 	����������� He walks in the woods. (p. 7)

bee 	���������������� The bees have honey in the honey tree! (p. 4)

down 	������������� … and down the tree. (p. 5)

honey 	����������� Oh, no! There is no honey here. (p. 3)

up 	������������������ Winnie the Pooh goes up the tree … (p. 4)

woods 	����������� He walks in the woods. (p. 7)

✁

✁

✁
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While-Reading activities

Activity 1 (pages 1–5)
Circle the right words.

1	 Winnie the Pooh lives in the woods / the town.

2	 Winnie the Pooh is hot / hungry.

3	 There is no milk / honey in his house.

4	 The bees live in a tree / a room.

Activity 2 (pages 6–11)
Order the sentences.

1	 Winnie the Pooh eats the honey.	

2	 Winnie the Pooh is hungry.	

3	 Rabbit has no honey in his house.	

4	 Rabbit has some honey in his house.	

Activity 3 (pages 12–14)
Match. Draw lines. Who / What is:

1	 happy?

2	 hungry?

3	 small?

4	 big?

a

b
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Activity 4 (pages 1–14)
Match the words to the pictures.

1	 Winnie the Pooh looks in his house.

2	 Winnie the Pooh goes up the tree.

3	 Winnie the Pooh goes down the tree.

4	 He sees a door.

5	 “Yes, Pooh it is. It’s MY honey.”

6	 “Thank you, bees.”

✁
a

b

c

✁
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e

f
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After-Reading activities 

Activity 1
Color. Then cut and match.

✁

✁
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Activity 2
Look at the pictures. Find the words.

e u p a j t a c

i m v i t r e e

r e k b e e o n

e h o n e y a o

f l o w e r s r

c l m t d o w n

Activity 3
Color Winnie the Pooh. Draw some honey.

➙➙
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Answer Key

In the back of the Reader

Before You Read
1 1 c   2 g   3 d   4 a   5 f   6 b   7 e

After You Read
1	� 1 yellow   2 red   3 brown and green    

4 yellow and black   5 yellow

2	 1 Y   2 N   3 Y   4 Y   5 N

In these Teacher’s Notes

While-Reading activities

Activity 1
1 the woods   2 hungry   3 honey   4 a tree 

Activity 2
2, 4, 1, 3

Activity 3
1 = a, 2 = a, 3 = b (door), 4 = b (Winnie the Pooh)

Activity 4
1 c   2 f   3 d   4 b   5 e   6 a 

After-Reading activities

Activity 2

e u p a j t a c

i m v i t r e e

r e k b e e o n

e h o n e y a o

f l o w e r s r

c l m t d o w n


