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Summary

Bea lives under a bridge, next to a river, with just a few
possessions. She remembers very little about her life

and sings to herself. A policeman, Martin, tells her that
some people have kidnapped a small girl and are possibly
keeping her in an old house across the river. Bea tells him
she knows that there is nobody in it. She shows him a
photo of a beautiful woman with a girl in a yellow dress.
She doesn't know who is in the photo. Then she shows
him a pair of yellow shoes, which she says she took from
the house. That night she thinks she sees a small face in
the window but decides it is part of a dream. Martin looks
at the window and sees some letters written on the glass.
The police later arrest a man and free the little girl. Martin
investigates Bea’s life. Later he tells Bea that her name is
Beatrice, that she was once a famous singer, that she has
a daughter called Grace and that she was involved in a
terrible car accident. After the accident she disappeared.
Then, her daughter arrives and takes Bea back to her
home.

Background and themes

Living on the streets: Many people live on the street as a
result of psychological problems, loss of memory or as a
result of a severe emotional shock.

Kidnapping: Family members of rich and influential
people and important government officials are sometimes
kidnapped and money is demanded for their release.

Discussion activities

Before reading
I Write: Explain to the students that the main
character, Bea, lives in the street and has all her
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possessions in a bag. Tell them to write a list of

the five possessions they would keep if they had to
choose from everything they own. Have the students
compare their lists in pairs, saying why those things
are important.

Chapters 1-2

While reading (p. 2, after ‘she sang loudly.)

2 Discuss: Put the students into groups and ask them
to discuss the following questions: Can you sing? Can
your brother/sister/friends sing? How often do you listen
to music? Where do you listen to music? Which singers
do you like and why? Do you watch and listen to music
on TV?

3 (Atthe end of Chapter |) Draw: Remind students
that Bea lives in the street across from a house. Ask
them to draw a plan of their own houses/flats and
things in it. Put them in pairs to explain their plans
e.g, this is my bedroom etc.

After reading

4 Ask and answer: Write How many bags has Bea got?
on the board and elicit the answer from the students
(Two). In small groups, students now write four
questions about Chapters |-2. Check their work as
they do this. Each group, in turn, asks the other
groups their questions.

Chapters 3—4

While reading (p. 8, after ‘Bea loved chocolate.”)

5 Game: Put the students in pairs and ask them to think
of all the types of food they can in English.
Put their suggestions on the board, adding some of
your own. Then play a game of twenty questions.
Each pair decides on a particular food but don't tell
the class what it is. The class then has to ask them
questions to guess what food the pair has chosen.
They have twenty questions to do this, and the pair
can only answer ‘yes’, ‘no’ or ‘sometimes’ to the
questions. See Discussion activities key for example
questions.

After reading

6 Pair work: Write the following words on the board:
coat, shoes, tears, car, young man, music, white face. In
pairs, students make sentences including these words
to reflect how they were important in Chapters 3—4,
without looking back at the book.

Chapters 5-6

After reading

7 Write and guess: Put students in pairs and ask them
to choose a short paragraph from Chapters 5—6.
Tell them to write it again, making three changes to
words in the text. Students then read out their
paragraphs to the other students, who have to
identify the mistakes.
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